Options for archiving and distributing your M.A. thesis
by the UND Linguistics Program
M.A. linguistics theses at the University of North Dakota are routinely available in three places:
 UND’s Chester Fritz Library (hardcopy)
 SIL-UND’s reading room (hardcopy, available only during the summer)
 ProQuest (electronic copies available for purchase)
The linguistics program provides a basic listing (author, title, year, abstract) on the UND website:
 http://arts-sciences.und.edu/summer-institute-of-linguistics/theses/theses-all.cfm
Since it is frequently difficult or expensive for scholars to access theses from libraries or ProQuest, the
program offers two additional ways to make copies of your thesis (or information about it) easily
available free of charge:
 On the UND website:
http://theses.silund.org
 Through SIL International’s website:
http://www.sil.org/resources/language-culture-archives
(Making your thesis available on SIL International’s website gives the added advantage of
archiving your thesis and its source files for long-term safe-keeping in REAP, SIL’s electronic
archiving system. You also have the option of archiving your thesis in REAP even if you do not
want it to be announced or distributed by SIL.)
The decision whether to distribute on these websites, and whether to archive in REAP, is yours:
whether, where, how much, and to whom. We encourage you to look at both websites before you make
a decision. You are also free to distribute your thesis in other places, such as Academia.edu.
Please express your wishes on the program’s THESIS ARCHIVING AND DISTRIBUTION FORM (“TADF”),
on the next page. You can fill it in electronically in Adobe Acrobat Reader, including adding an
electronic signature (either a scanned image of your handwritten signature, or a digital signature that
you can obtain from Adobe). Or, you can print it, fill it in by hand, and scan it. Send the completed
form, the PDF of your thesis and (if applicable) the source files (including any special fonts) to the
Linguistics Program Director (director_silund@sil.org). Any questions? Ask him.

Other information about how the linguistic program protects your thesis:
 The Linguistics program maintains its own program-internal archives, separate from the UND website and SIL’s REAP system.
 If you provide copies of electronic files for your thesis to the linguistics program, it will maintain them in its program-internal
archives, but it will only distribute them according to your expressed wishes.
 You should not rely on the program’s internal archives for long-term safe-keeping, as it is not a full-service archive. The UND
library and SIL’s REAP system (if you choose to use it) provide long-term safe-keeping. You should also keep your own
copies, including backups on separate media.
 If you authorize archiving anything in REAP, a copy of your authorization (i.e. the TADF) will also be archived there to
document your permission, but will not be further distributed.
 Students sign a permission page in their thesis authorizing certain people at UND to allow copying under certain specified
conditions. That permission page and the program’s TADF authorize different, independent permissions. If the program receives a
request for copying according to the permissions page in the thesis, it will attempt to contact you first. If that proves impossible, it
will make a decision that, in its judgment, is consistent with your choices expressed to it on the TADF or elsewhere.
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THESIS ARCHIVING AND DISTRIBUTION FORM
Either fill this out electronically in Adobe Reader, or print it and fill it out by hand,
and return it to the program.
Author (please print): ___________________________________________________________
Title: ________________________________________________________________________
I authorize the following for my M.A. thesis in Linguistics at the University of North Dakota:
With regards to posting on the UND website:
__yes __no
__yes __no
__yes __no

I am willing to have my name, thesis title, and year of graduation posted.
I am willing to have the abstract of my thesis posted.
I am willing to have a PDF of my thesis posted for free download.

With regards to SIL International’s REAP archive and posting on its website (sil.org):
__yes __no

__yes __no

__yes __no

I am willing to have metadata (author, title, year, abstract, URL, etc.) for my thesis
included in REAP along with this form. (Choose who may see the metadata; this form
will be available only to SIL archiving personnel.)
__ Metadata available to the general public on SIL’s website (If you also choose to
post a PDF on the UND website, SIL will link to UND’s site for download.)
__ Metadata available to SIL personnel, but not the general public
__ Metadata available only to me and SIL-UND staff
In addition to metadata, I am willing to have a PDF of my thesis stored in REAP.
(Choose who may receive copies.)
__ Copies available to the general public under a Creative Commons AttributionNoncommercial-No Derivatives license (either through SIL’s website or by private
request)
__ Copies available to SIL personnel, but not the general public
__ Copies available only to me and SIL-UND staff (safe-keeping only, no distribution)
In addition to metadata, I am willing to have the source files (e.g. XLingPaper, Word,
OpenOffice, image or media files, fonts, etc.) of my thesis stored in REAP, available
only to me and SIL-UND staff (safe-keeping only, no distribution).

If you have any further concerns or restrictions about archiving or distribution of your thesis by the
UND linguistics program, please describe them here. Also, describe any other materials (e.g. data)
that you would like archived with the thesis, and how widely you want them available.

_____________________________________
Signature

________________
Date

If you change your mind later, please inform the UND Linguistics Program Director. Your changes
will be implemented as soon as possible. Please remember that the program will not be able to retract
copies that have already been distributed to others by the UND website or by SIL.
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