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COMPOSER BIOGRAPHY
Composer, Maya Zepeda, is a Master of Music candidate at UND
studying music composition with Dr. Michael Wittgraf. She received
her Bachelor of Arts in Music from UND in 2024, where she
studied bass clarinet, clarinet, bassoon, composition, and music
technology. Her compositions include works for chamber
ensembles, solo instruments, and musical theater. Her music has
already been performed in North Dakota, Illinois, Colorado, and
Texas. In addition to composition, she has presented research
about the intersection of applied voice instruction and articifical
intelligence at the UND AI and Human Innovation Showcase as
well as as the 2025 College of Music Society National Conference.
Ms. Zepeda has accepted a graduate teaching assistantship to
pursue a DMA in Music Composition at Arizona State University
this coming Fall.



PROGRAM
Selections from Reflections (2026)                                   Maya Zepeda 
                                                                                                        (b.2001)

          I’m Not Complicated..................Main Character, Therapist 
                                                                   & Company

          People Like Me..........................Main Character
          
          The Stories Left Untold..............Figment 4

          I’ve Won......................................Figment 2

          I’m Losing It................................Figment 1

          Afraid of the Unknown................Figment 3

          People Don’t Like Me.................Main Character

          You Are Complicated................Therapist, Main Character 
                                                                   & Figments

INTERMISSION

Chicago (1975)                                               John Kander & Frank Ebb
          Mr. Cellophane

Joseph Shappell

Spring Awakening (2006)                       Duncan Sheik & Steven Sater
          Don’t Do Sadness/Blue Wind

Ian Petersen & Bella Voller

Mean Girls (2017)                                   Jeff Richmond & Neil Benjamin
          What’s Wrong With Me

Ava Hager

Into the Woods (1986)                                              Stephen Sondheim
          No One Is Alone

Kira Hartmann

Dear Evan Hansen (2015)                              Benj Pasek & Justin Paul
          You Will Be Found

Ethan Nigbor & Company

          Main Character                       Ava Hager

          Therapist                                 Kira Hartmann

          Figment 1                                Isabella Voller

          Figment 2                                Ethan Nigbor

          Figment 3                                Ian Petersen

          Figment 4                                Joseph Shappell

Pianist: Wei Yin

Notes from the Composer: Reflections takes place during a
therapy session. After trying general counseling, medication, and
simple denial, a young woman commits to regular therapy sessions
after many people suggest it to her. Throughout sessions, she
reflects on different aspects of her life; family, loss, friends, school,
and her various mental issues. After a while, her outward persona
takes a backseat, and her inner thoughts, like figments of her
personality, help to tell the story. In the beginning, she tries very
hard to paint things in the best light, perhaps still in denial. After
some probing, the therapist gets her to speak the full truth, and we
begin to witness the real side of all of her reflections. This storyline
is loosely autobiographical. After my Dad passed in 2025, I realized
the best way for me to process my emotions was through writing
music and, in a way, this musical has been my therapy.
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