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Cello Concerto in E Minor, Op. 85 (1919) Edward Elgar
(1857-1934)

|. Adagio — Moderato
. Allegro molto
[ll. Adagio

IV. Allegro — Moderato
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PROGRAM NOTES

Edward Elgar composed his Cello Concerto in E Minor in the
aftermath of World War I, completing it in 1919. It was a period of
personal and national reflection for the composer, and this work
reflects a deep sense of introspection, melancholy, and understated
nobility. Written for the great cellist Felix Salmond, the concerto was
premiered in 1919 at London’s Queen’s Hall.

Unlike Elgar’'s earlier, more extroverted works, such as the Enigma
Variations or the First Symphony, the Cello Concerto is marked by
its intimacy, restraint, and lyrical depth. The concerto’'s four
movements flow without the fiery virtuosity typical of romantic
concertos, favoring instead a chamber-like dialogue between the
soloist and orchestra.

The first movement, Adagio — Moderato, opens with a quiet
orchestral introduction, soon giving way to the cello’s deeply
expressive themes. It establishes the work’s reflective tone,
alternating between lyrical introspection and moments of subtle
tension. The second movement, Allegro molto, is more agitated and
rhythmically complex, yet retains a sense of elegiac beauty. The
Adagio third movement offers one of the cello’s most tender and
haunting melodies, showcasing Elgar’s gift for intimate, singing
lines. The finale, Allegro — Moderato, revisits earlier themes and
gradually moves toward a quiet, almost resigned conclusion.

Elgar's Cello Concerto is often associated with the composer’s own
sense of mortality and the loss experienced after the Great War. Its
enduring power lies not in grand gestures but in its profound
emotional honesty, making it one of the most beloved works in the
cello repertoire.
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